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The Third Ward is one of Houston's four origina voting
districts and one of its oldest neighborhoods. It is a
neighborhood described by architectural historian Stephen
Fox as"a landscape that spatially depicts the development
of Houston's Afro-American community from a culture
formed under theimpact of legal segregation to one that has
won nomina equality." Despite persisting inequities and
socio-economic disparities, Third Ward remains a unique
community, rich in culture and resonant with African
American history.

.. Site of Proposed Greenwa

The Third Ward Redevelopment Council, established in
August of 1992, isanon-profit organization whose mission
is to serve as a planning and coordinating agency for the
revitalization of the greater Third Ward. In June 1993, the
council released arequest for proposalsfor comprehensive
community planning assistance to revitalize the greater
Third Ward. Predicated on the concept of community
participation and privately funded by local benefactors, the
project represents a unique and important grassroots plan-
ning effort in a city in which development decisions typi-
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Students mesting with architects and planners

cally descend from above.

From this planning effort came a proposal to develop a
linear park or greenway on an abandoned railroad corridor
that stretches north-south through the geographic center of
the greater Third Ward. In the spirit of continuing and
strengthening community/university collaborations, | ac-
cepted an invitation from urban planner Roberta Burroughs
to explore and develop urban design concepts for the
proposed linear park as a project for my Third Year
architectural design studio.

Although theissueswerethesame, each student devel oped
adistinct posmon or belief that wasclearly reflected in hisor

Public presentation and review of proposals

her design thinking and design proposals. Thestudio projects
reflect a diverse range of possibilities for the devel opment of
agreenway, or what DianaBalmori referstoasa linear civic
center," onethat they (we) believe has the potentia to unify,
strengthen, and link the area's ingtitutions and its twelve
culturally diverse neighborhoods. The projects provided the
students with the opportunity to investigate the relationships
betweenurbanand architectural design. Itintroduced themto
avariety of concepts that included community participation
in the planning and urban design process and " asset-based
planning strategies as well as the complexities inherent in
designing for and in the public ream.
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